
 

 

 

SPENCER NURSERY SCHOOL 

NEWSLETTER 

Our  

Ethos, Visions and Values  

are focused on FOUR core values: 

 

 

Courage: We help our children to be brave as they meet new           

experiences and difficult situations. We empower our children to 

have the confidence to take risks. 

 

Achievement: We encourage all our children to believe in themselves 

and know they are capable of achieving amazing things. We celebrate 

all their successes and teach them to take pride in themselves. 

 

Respect: We believe all our children are special and should treat each 

other with care and courtesy. We encourage them to make the right 

choices and to have good manners. We teach them to not make fun 

of friends, and to be polite.  

 

Enthusiasm: We aim to build on our children’s thirst for learning by 

offering them an engaging, exciting curriculum led by their own inter-

ests and enjoyment.  
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Festivals and Celebrations 

This month we have enjoyed celebrating Burns Night in Ladybirds. The children made 

Scottish flags using blue paint and masking tape, and the children made collage       

pictures using different shades of blue felt and some white felt. The children have   

enjoyed learning about Burns Night and creating Scottish flags. We look forward to 

celebrating Chinese New Year and Valentine’s Day next month. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being Creative 

This month in Ladybirds we have thoroughly enjoyed putting our creative hats on and 

getting stuck in with the creative activities. The children have been exploring different 

ways they can print with paint, they have been using rollers to print, splodge pens and 

paint brushes. It has been lovely to see Ladybirds exploring their creative sides! 
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Garden fun 

Due to the rain, snow and ice, Ladybirds have not been able to enjoy the outside as 

much they could. However, when they have had the chance to go in the garden, they 

have had lots of fun! They have enjoyed using our sports trolley, using the balls and 

hoops. Some of Ladybirds have become more confident with the slide and had lots of 

fun on it. They have enjoyed playing in a different environment and having fun with 

their peers.  

 

 

 

 

 

Book of the month 

I Love You When by Annie Baker 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Song of the month 

Steve Grocott- All my love is bubbling over 



Bumblebees children have all settled back fantastically after the Christ-

mas break, and have enjoyed exploring a range of activities using both 

the indoor and outdoor environment.  

 

 

Construction  

Bumblebees have shown a huge interest in exploring a range of construction and  

connecting toys. They have been making models, building towers and building walls.  

 

Playing with a variety of construction toys helps children to build self-confidence and 

encourages independent learning too. By allowing children's freedom in construction 

play it also makes them think independently and make decisions based on what they 

are learning.  

 

 

 

Creative play  

Bumblebees have enjoyed a range of arts and craft activities throughout this month. 

They have been looking at how they can mark-make using different tools and           

explored a variety of collage materials. We have been 

discussing what our marks mean and practicing how to 

draw lines and circles.  

 

Fine motor skills  

Bumblebees have been practicing their fine motor skills and accessing a range of 
different activities to help develop their skills. Fine motor skills help children  perform 
important tasks like feeding themselves, grasping toys, buttoning and zipping clothes, 
writing, drawing and much more.  

Bumblebees Class 



Role play 

Bumblebees have been spending a lot of their time playing in the home 

corner recently.  They have been acting out past experiences and make a great cup of 

tea! There are a range of benefits to role-play including the development of language 

and communication, self-regulation through negotiation, co-operation, gross and fine   

motor skills.  

 

 

Burns Night 

On the 25th January we celebrated Burns night.  

 

Burns night is a festival to celebrate Scotland's most famous poet – a man called   

Robert Burns. He produced hundreds of poems, songs and letters and even wrote 

‘Auld Lang Syne.’ The children enjoyed making Scottish flags, colouring and listening 

to the traditional Scottish bagpipes.  

 

 

 

 

February’s books of the month 

 The Tiger that came to tea  

 Guess how much I love you  

 

February’s songs of the month 

 ‘All my love is bubbling’ over by Steve Grocott 

 Chinese dragon dance for children 

 

February’s colour and shape  

Bumblebees Class 



What Fireflies have been up to in January…. 

Phonics and tricky words 

We have made a good start on re-capping and learning our phonics;  

‘S, A & T.’ The children have been learning to form the letters in the air as well as with 

mark making tools and identify objects that begin with those letters. We have been 

using hoops to help the children visually sort objects into the correct letter groups. 

 

Story based activities:    

We have all enjoyed reading the following story 

books: 

Elmer and Shark in the Park— you can also find the story and associated activities on 

our Google Classroom. 

 

RSPB Bird watching Month 

Sharon has been teaching the children all about bird life and has been working hard 

to introduce them into birdwatching and wild life care. We have been looking at  

winter watch as well as observing the birds in our sensory garden. The children have 

been learning and assisting Sharon in making our own fat balls using; lard,  

mealworms and bird seeds to hang in the garden for the birds to eat. If you fancy try-

ing this with your child, please log onto Fireflies Google Classroom where you will find 

the instructions. 

We have been identifying and creating charts to keep count of the birds we have 

spotted outside and so far seen; robins, wrens, finches and different types of tits (i.e. 

blue & great). 

 

Fireflies Class 



Over the next few months we will be: 

Building the children’s skills so that they can use scissors  

independently and safely join a range of materials using an assortment 

of adhesive methods.   

Encouraging them to read to an adult at least three times per week as we have  

recently purchased wordless stories.  

Developing children’s Personal, Social, Emotional Development through regular     

stories and discussions. 

Playing circle games to help with developing friendships, communication and  

Listening skills.  

 

Important Notes for Parents: 

Please ensure your child has warm clothes in their bag, as the 

weather is colder. Also can they have their own Vaseline/lip balm 

to prevent any chapping or soreness of lips. These will be labelled 

and stored away until needed.   

Please also ensure that your child has suitable (named) clothing /outerwear as we 

have a free-flow garden system and some children choose to be outside for a large 

portion of the day. We would advise a warm coat, an additional spare jumper/hoodie, 

gloves, hat & scarf. 

Please remember to send your child’s book bag to school weekly.   

Currently three to four books are sent home once a week.  Once books 

are returned, they are then quarantined.  Please note the children still 

have plenty of opportunity to read books at nursery and are read to 

frequently.   

 

Breakfast is open from 8:00 – 8:25am, if you would like your child to 

have breakfast, please ensure they arrive before the closing time so 

that they have  sufficient time to eat.  

We usually serve fruit, snack, milk and water at 9:30-10:15am. 

Fireflies Class 



 

 

 

Firstly, all staff would like to welcome you back from 

the Christmas holidays and say a huge thank you for 

your generosity, we loved every single card, gift and 

Christmas message given to us. We hope you all had 

a wonderful festive break and enjoyed it the best 

way you could despite the lockdown.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and support at these difficult times, especially as 

we cannot give handovers or have conversations at the gate, which we all miss so 

much.  

If you have any messages – these must be communicated via the school office by 

phone/email: 

 office@spencernurseryschool.org.uk 

 School office—020 8684 4126 

 

Also remember when collecting your child, 

only one adult per child and you MUST wear a 

face covering and maintain social distancing 

from staff members, to protect everyone. 

Thank you to all the parents who have         

followed this advice so far. 
 

It is so important to us that we all work together to keep our whole school  

community safe.   We still have all three classes; Ladybirds, Bumblebees and      

Fireflies working in separate bubbles and staff do not mix. They even have separate 

staff areas. We continue to adhere to our Risk Assessment for COVID-19, a copy of 

which can be found on our website. 
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Please all ensure that you pay your fees promptly on the 

1st of the month, the school cannot function without the 

prompt payment of fees.   If you have any  

queries about your fees, please contact Sandra in the 

school office. 

 

 

Dates for your diary 
 

We will be celebrating Chinese New Year on 

the 12th February 2021. 

 

 

Term Dates 
SPRING TERM 

 

MONDAY 4TH JANUARY 2021 UNTIL WEDNESDAY 31ST MARCH 2021 

 

INSET DAY 28TH MAY 2021 
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